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JOIN US FOR A PIVOT POINT PILGRIMAGE EXPERIENCE   

HERE I STAND:  

DISCERNING 

GOD’S CALL  

GERMANY  JUNE 5-13, 2016 

The famous American Major League Baseball catcher, outfielder, manager and self-appointed phi-
losopher Yoggi Bera supposedly said, “When you come to a fork in the road; take it.” Berra’s point 
was that at a fork in the road you have three choices: 1) stand there, look at it and become frozen; 2) 
choose the path well traveled; or 3) step out in a new direction to blaze your own trail.   
 
Martin Luther and Dietrich Bonhoeffer were Lutheran pastors who came to a fork in the road. They 
faced their choices: stay with the status quo and lead a quiet life, go the popular route and keep eve-
ryone liking them or go the path to which God was calling them. Theirs are stories of those who 
came to the fork in the road and chose to follow a calling. 
 
The question of this pilgrimage is: “When you come to a fork in the road, what do you do?” There are 
times when the Christian disciple is called upon to live in a way that may not be popular. How does 
one decide what to do?  What is the role of conscience?  How does one discern God’s will? 
 
On this pilgrimage, participants will travel to sites of Martin Luther and Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Christian 
pastors who were called to stand firm in God’s call even in the face of great adversity. Participants 
will explore the lives of Martin and Dietrich and spend time connecting lives and calls. A focus of our 
conversations will be what it means to discern and answer God’s call. There will be many opportuni-
ties for personal reflection. 
 
As part of the pilgrimage experience, participants will have opportunity to engage in the spiritual 
practices of lectio divina, meditation, contemplative prayer and other forms of prayer and spiritual ex-
pression. These practices allow for the shaping and forming offered through God and God’s Word, 
as well as provide insight and strength for answering God’s call. 
 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 

The Rev. Dr. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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This pilgrimage will offer time for sightseeing, exploration, experiencing European culture, journaling, 
reflecting and engaging in contemplative prayer. It has every potential for offering a life-enriching 
pivot point experience 
 

Itinerary: 
 
Day 1: Sunday, June 5 Depart for Berlin 
 
Day 2: Monday, June 6  Arrival in Berlin (D) 
 
Arrive at Berlin’s Tegel International Airport where you will be 
greeted at the airport and gather with other participants. When 
all have arrived, board a luxury motor coach that will be your 
transportation throughout the tour. Experience a guided bus 
tour of Berlin where you will see the Reichstag Building, view 
the magnificent Brandenberg Gate, travel down Unter den Lin-
den and receive an overview of this most historical capital of 
Germany. The city tour ends at Hotel Morgenland,a beautiful 
retreat center with refreshing and relaxing gardens. There participants 
will have the opportunity to rest, enjoy dinner together and then receive an introductory program giv-
ing overview of the pilgrimage. 
 
Day 3: Tuesday, June 7 Berlin: Dietrich Bonhoeffer (B) 
 
The day begins with a learning event focusing upon the life and ministry of Lutheran pastor and mar-
tyr Dietrich Bonhoeffer. Learn about the life and ministry of Dietrich Bonhoeffer while exploring his 
parents’ home and the church in which he preached. Discover how Pastor Bonhoeffer discerned and 
answered God’s call with the words, “When Christ calls a man, He bids him come and die.”  

 

Day 4: Wednesday, June 8 Erfurt and Weimer (B, D) 
 

The day begins with a lovely breakfast followed by a bus trip to the 
death camp at Buchenwald. It was here that Bonhoeffer and other pas-
tors stood boldly for the Gospel along with others who discerned and 
answered God’s call. From there the bus will take participants to Erfurt 
where Luther’s answered his call. We will visit the Augustinian monas-
tery where Luther became a monk, see where he took his vows, then 
view the monastic cell where he spent hours in turbulent prayer seeking 
God’s way. From the monastery we are off to the Cathedral where Lu-
ther was ordained. Participants will have time to stroll through the old 
city of Erfurt with opportunity for lunch on your own and time for a bit of 
shopping. We will then transfer to our motor coach and head to our 

comfortable accommodations in Eisleben where we will have dinner. Following dinner there will be 
reflections on the day and closing devotions. 
 
Day 5: Thursday, June 9 Mansfeld and Eisleben (B, L) 
 
Begin the day with a discussion about forms of prayer and how these are connected to hearing and 
answering God call. Opportunity will be given to pray a beautiful landscaped labyrinth.     
 

Augustinian Monastery 

Brandenberg Gate 
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Then we are off to Mansfeld where we find the sites for Luther’s boyhood home as well as where he 
attended school and sang in the choir of St. George Church. A visit to the Parent’s Museum gives 
new insight into the life of Luther. We will have lunch at the Mansfeld Castles and explore the castle 
site as a German fortress during the time of Luther (it currently serves as a YMCA camp). Then it is 
time to explore Luther’s understanding of call and personal vocation. We will visit Luther’s birth 
house where he was born on November 10, 1483, St. Peter’s Lutheran Church where Luther was 
baptized on November 11, 1483, and St. Andrew’s Church where Luther preached his last four ser-
mons and where his body lay in state. Finally, a visit to Luther’s death house where he died on Feb-
ruary 18, 1546. The evening is capped with dinner on your own in Eisleben and then returning to our 
relaxing accommodations. 
 
Day 6: Friday, June 10 Eisenach (B,D) 
 
On this day we are off to visit the Wartburg Castle 
where Luther hid as Junker Georg and where he 
translated the Bible into German. Standing in the cell 
where Luther translated the Scriptures, one can look 
closely to see if the ink stains remain from when he 
threw the ink bottle at Satan. After leaving the castle, 
you will have options to explore on your own, includ-
ing Luther’s boyhood home while attending school in 
Eisenach, the Bach House, and a chance for leisure 
and refreshment. The day concludes with participation 
in a Luther Dinner at a local site, returning then to our 
restful accommodations. 
  

Day 7: Saturday, June 11       Wittenberg (B) 
 

Today is a day to join with the citizens of Wit-
tenberg and surrounding areas in the celebra-
tion of Martin and Katie’s wedding. We will at-
tend “Hochzeit” (wedding) which is the Witten-
berg festival celebrating the marriage of Martin 
and Katy. Visit the Town Church where Luther 
preached over 2000 sermons, also where he 
was married and baptized his children. Experi-

ence Luther’s House where he and Katy raised their children and the famous Castle Church where 
he nailed his 95 Theses, the event which was the beginning of the Protestant Reformation. In the 
evening, participate in the English worship service hosted by Wittenberg English Ministry, followed by 
a meal on your own.  Later in the evening we will return by luxury coach to the pleasant accommoda-
tions in Eiseleben. 
 
 
 
Day 8: Sunday, June 12 Back to Berlin  (B,D) 
 
Following breakfast, we will board our luxury motor coach and return to Berlin. You will be given a 
variety of options as to how to spend the day. Maybe you will want to go to the Pergamon Museum 
and see the famous walls of Nebuchadnezzar, imagining what it was like for the people of Israel as 
they walked by these walls. Or go the German History Museum and explore the history of Germany 
through the centuries. You also have the option of visiting the Topography of Terror Museum, Stassi 

WARTBURG CASTLE 

Luther Wedding Celebration in Wittenberg 
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Museum, Check Point Charlie Museum or other Berlin sites. The bus will drop you off at your area of 
interest and pick you up at a pre-arranged site. This is a day to do your own thing which will be fol-
lowed by gathering for our Farewell Dinner after checking into our comfortable hotel. 
 
Day 9:  Monday, June 13 Fly to the USA or be off on your next adventure.  (B) 
 
————————————————————————————————————— 

Tour Cost  
 
Land:  
€1,346 per person in double/twin occupancy* 

€1,519 per person in single occupancy* 
*The legal tour operator is Terra Lu Travel.  All payments are made by check to Terra Lu Travel and 

must be in Euros (€))  The cost in US dollars will depend upon the exchange rate at the time you 

request your check.  The cost of the trip is subject to change if exchange rates drastically change. 
 
 

Air:  
Air transportation is the responsibility of the traveler.   
———————————————————————————————————————— 

Tour Staff 
 

Dr. Steve Arnold serves as guide, chaplain, spiritual director and learning facili-
tator.  Steve has led groups in Germany for over 20 years and brings special 
gifts to this pilgrimage as a spiritual director.  Steve serves as principal and spir-
itual director for Pivot Point Ministries, LLC.  (www. pivotpointministries.org) 

 
 
Dr. LeRoy Wilke serves as tour director and host.  LeRoy has traveled in Europe for 
over 40 years and introduced international servant events and partnerships through 
his role in national church leadership. 

 
 

 
 

The legal operator of this journey is Terra Lu Travel & Consult GmbH, Pfarrstrasse 18, 34576 Homberg, Germany" 

Steve Arnold 

LeRoy Wilke 

http://pivotpointministries.org/

